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Four more varieties of potato for release

A-group meeting of potato workers of All India Coordinated Potato Improvement project held at UAS, Bangalore
during 3"-7" Seplember, 2003 has recommended release of four new potato hybrids. These four hybrids were
recommended by the group meeting after judging thewr performance for several vears under different conditions and
locations. The potato hybrids recommended are: (1) TW-160, (ii) MS/92-2105, (ii) SM/87-185 (iv) HT/92-621.
Cut of these four, the hybrd 11T /92621 18 unique because it is for the firse time that an Indian potato variely

[ Dear Colleagues,

| take this oppartunity to wish you all a personally
happy and professinnally successful New Year 2004
Bynow you might have identified goals for 2004, T wish
you il success in achieving the targets fixed for 2004,
The year 2003 has almost passed. We must analyse what
we did in 2003 and what could be not done and why,

So far as potato research and development 13
concerned, the year 2003 was another year of success:
o be complacent with the success of passing vear is the
beginning of failure in the coming vear, so we must
resolve to work hard with zeal and enthusiasm in the
coming year, We should forget the past and think for
present and future Yes we must forget the past bue should
learn lessens from the past and try o improve, Despite
of manpower shortage in all categories we have made
achievements, In the coming years there may be further
shortage of manpower but | am hopeful and confident
that still better results will be produced by vou

\\ SM Paul Khurana
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PW- el ShAET-T85, ME/S2.2105 & HT/92-621

suitable for cultivanion in non traditional warmer arcas
has been developed. This hybrid possesses tolerance to
heat and drought condition and resistance to hoppers
and mites with higher dry matter and suitable for
processing as French fries, This hybrid was evaluated
in non-traditional areas like Kerala and plains of Tamil
Nadu and several other comparatively warm areas and
found promising: This would open up avenues for
extending polato cultivation in hitherto non potato
growing areas and may meet the demand of French
fries which otherwise have to be imported,
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Nutrient Sources for Organic Potato Production
V.5, Eushwah and 5P Singh
Central Potaro Research Starion, Fost Bag-4, Movar, Gwalior-474006(MF)

Urgamic farming is the back bone of sustainable
agriculture. Organi¢ farming may result in complete
performance as conventional agriculture and application
of higher amount of organic manure may develop
mureased pest and disease resistance in crops.

At present, many of the metheds being used including
heavy application of mputs to increase production and
productivity are damaging to natural resources and the
environment and farmers are supposed to invest heavily
on inputs to improve yield and productivity. The foad
contaming pesticides and other chemicals are increasingly
made obvious by many rescarch studies revealing the
presence of pesticude residucs

Chrganic farming is a method of production rather than
charactenistics of the fooed so deseribed and are focused
on sonl fertility based on humus and aimed at ecological
balance within the farm, Organic growers can not apply
toxie chemicals used in most conventional agriculture and
may noet grow genetically engineered crops. System heavily
relies on crop rotation, animal and plant manures, hand
weeding and hological pest control ete. In order to avoid
the deleterious effects of syathetic chemieal fertilizers and

Potato varieties....

Fren gigonr |

There are seme arcas in Northern plains where cool
chmate which potato loves most is for a shorter duration.
This hybrid may be grown in such areas and period as an
citrly crop. The hybrid JW-160 besides bemg resistant 1o
late blight has wide adaprability. It may be grown in the
entire northern plain and plateau areas of the couniry
I'he most significant feature of this hybrid is that it can be
stored under ambient temperature without much loss, The
hybrid will be preferred by the farmers as well as consumers
lor its excellent keeping quality, The hybrid MS/92.2105
is a red skinned potato having resistance to late blight and
a better substitute of the exisung red skinned and late blight
succeseptble cultivars Kufri Lalimp and Kufr Sindhuri
[t the eastern part of country consumers prefer rod
skinned potatoes. It s hikely to meet their demand, The
tourth hvbead SMUET-183 12 bred for coltivation in the hills
having resistance o late blight, and better keeping quality
than Kufr Giriraj The hybrids is likely to reduce
dependence of hill farmers on Kufn Ginraj only and avoid
the monoe culture of a single vartety in the hills.

pesticides, organic farming is needed as an alternative to
provide ecologically safe methods of farming,

Sources of organic matter

Crganic matter 15 the food for most of the flora and
fauna responsible for soil biological activities, The term
soil organic matter is generally used to represent the
arganic constituents in the soil, excluding undecaved plant
and animal tissues, their partial composition products and
soil biomass.

Organic wastes: A huge quantity of plant residues
available in India has not been properly utihzed in the
past because of our dependence on quick acting chemical
fertilizer. Crop residues in the from of rools, stems and
leaves etc. are left over in [ndia to the tune of
approximately 185 million wnnes. If it can be managed
properly, it will annually provide 3.32 millien tonnes of
N, P and K. In most of the cases such crop residues are
either removed from the field at the time of field
preparation or burnt out. Such a practice is against
agncultural view point, In arcas where harvesting of crop
is done through combine harvesters which leave a sood
quantity of stem of crops such as rice and wheat, burning
of residucs 1s becoming most popular. Crop residue
management from these crops can add organic carbon and
nutrents to the soil,

Farm yard manure: Good quality FYM s perhaps the
most valuable organic matter applied 10 a soil. It consist
of a decomposed muixture of cattle dung, crop residie used
for bedding in cattle sheds and any remnants of straw and
plant stalks fed 1o cattle Unfortunately more than 50% of
the cattle dung produced in India is burnt as fuel and is
thus loss 1o agriculture

Compost manure: Composting is the process of reducing
vegetable and animal refuse to a guickly utilizable
condition for improving and maintaining soil fertility,
Ciood organie manure similar to fertilizing value of cattle
manure can be produced from waste material of various
kinds, such as crop straw, crop stubbles, farm weeds, leaves,
wood ash ete. Composting reduces C:N ratio of wastes
from 40: | 1o 10-12:1.

Green manure: Ploughing or turning nto the soil
undecomposed green plant tissues for the purpose of
improving physical structure as well as fertility of the soil.
Sunnhemp and dhaincha are AMONE two important
Contd 1ast page



[2G7s visit to Shimla and Modipuram

D Mangla Rai, DG , ICAR and Secretary DARE
bricfly visited CPRI Campus, Modipuram on 14"
November, 2003, He met with stafl’ of the Campus and
visited our research farm. The DG emphatically suggested
ta rapidly multiply the seed material of the transgenic lines
with Amal gene for multilocation trails in the coming
vears. He also suggested to keep on going experiments in
readiness for VIP visus and the entire data generated on
yield and expression of transgenic lines should be available
at the-Campus for briefing the VIPs.
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D Mangla Rai at CPRS kufri | Sh::uja]

D Mangla Bai, DG, ICAR prior to Modipuram
vistled Shimla HQ of CPEI on 2nd & 3rd October as the
Chief GGuest at the Mational Symposium-Potato Resecarch
National Food & MNutritional Security, Dr Rai
ook a round ol vartous tabs at CPREI and visited Kuln
Farms

towarnds |

Dr § Ramanujam Birth Centenary Celebrations

farth Centenary of 2§ Ramanujam founder Director
ol CPRI, was celebrated at CPRI, Shimla on 2 Qotober

2003 On this occasion, Mrs Vedam Ramanujam wife of

Garlending porreait of D Ramanujam

DG, ICAR with scientists of CPRIC, Modipuram

late Dr Ramanujam also come over. Besides several other
members of Dr Ramanujams family took part in the
Centenary Celebrations. There could have been no better
way to eclebrate birth centenary of Dr Ramanujam other
than organizing a national symposium on Potato Research
towards National food and Nutritional Security which
went side by side the centenary celebrations. Dr Mangla
Rai, Dhrector General, ICAR in his key note address paid
nich tributes to Dr Ramanujam later in the evening session
The celebrations started with the release of a special

[P0 (Hy, D G Kalloo (centre) with other dignitories in rhe audience

Souvenir for the Birth Centenary, garlanding of Dr
Ramanujam'’s portrait and most importantly unveiling of
the bust of Dr Ramanujam installed at the entrance of
main building of CPRI. Several speakers who were directly
or mdirectly associated with r Eamanujam spoke about
him viz Dr KL Chadha, Dr Kirti Singh, Dr IS Grewal,
[ 5M Paul Khurana, Dr LC Sikka and particularly Dr
5C Verma who worked at CPRI Patna in close association
of Dr. Ramamyam during 1954-1936. A office butlding
at the Central Potato Research Station, Muthorai, Qoty
(TN} was also named after Dr Ramanujam



The memaorable event of the celebration imeluded
presentation of the first ever Dr 8§ Ramanwjam Award.
The award announcement was made by Iir LC Sikka,
Chatrman of the Award Committee, Dr SM Paul
Khurana, Director CPR1 bagged this prestigious award
presented to lom by both Mrs, Eamanujam & De Mangla
Rai, DG, ICAR. Mrs. Vedam Ramanujam wife of late Dr
S Ramanujam despite old age attended the Celebrations
throughout the day, She complimented the Dhrector and
stall of CERI for appreciably remembering her late
hushand.

Ramanujam Award for potato R&D to Dr Khurana

D 50 Paul Khurana, Dirgetor, CPRI Shimla hay
Dr 5 BEamanujam Award for his
contributions towards potato research and development
as Project Co-coordinator, All Ingdia Coordindted Potato
[mprovement Project (1996-2002). The award carries
Bs 30,000/ - in cash, a ciiation and a certificate

bagoed the first

The award

Dir Khurana receiving award

was presented to him en 2nd October, 2003 &t the
Ramanuam Birth Centenary Celebrations at CPRI,
Shimla by both Mrs. Eamanujam and Dr, Mangla Rai,
[35, TCAR, The Ramanujam Award was approved by the
[CAR and 1s administered by CPRI for which endowment
funds were provided by the Tamaly members of Dr
Eamamujam, Lo all, nine applications (comprising 36
scientist) were received for this award and [CAR
constituted a high commuttee of 3 judges of prominence

i Uhe feld Tor this aawared

Symposium on Potato

CPET i collaboration with Indian Potato Association
organized & Symposium on Potato Research towards
Matonal Food and Nutnnonal Security on 223 Qetober,
2003, The Sympostum was maugurated by Dr (G Kalloo,
DG (HD), FEARS The Key Note address " Bole of Potato
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[2r Mangla Rai delivered Key Note Address

in Food and Mutritional Security” was delivered by D
hangla Rai, DG, ICAR at the evening session, since he
couthil not make it o grace the maugural morning session
The svmposium was ceosponsorcd by National
Herncultural Board and Natenal Horteultural Research
& Development Foundation and supported by M/s
Chambal Agritech and Fritolay India Ltd, Seventeen lead
papers were presented orally in the Symposium while
about 100 papers were presented through poesters on almost
all aspects of potato R & . Other prominent guests al



the Symposwm were; Dr Kirn Singh, Dr KL Chadha,
[ LC Sikka, Dr UC Sharma, Dr BS Chundawat,
Chatrman RAL besides DG & DIDNG (H)

Book on Potata Released

Acbook entitled "The Foraro: production and wiilization
e sut propies” was released on 2 October, 2003 by the
G ICAR. Dre Mangla Bai on the oceasion of National
Symposium and Ramanuvjam Birth Centenary. Tt will serve
s i text book o the students and a reference book to the
researchers. The book was published by M/s Mehta
Publishers, Nariana, New Delhi. The book contains 43
chapters on almost all aspects of potato right from history,
botany, breeding, production and utilization including
marketing, value addition, biotechnology and storage,

Production and Utiiization i Sib-Tropics

D Mangla Rai, DG, WCAR, releasing the book
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CPRI publications relcased

At the National Symposium on Potato Research,
CPRI released four publications 1) Alu ke Byanjan i) Al
ke panshtik avanr aushdiva gun, 1) Bidhayan ke live alu ka
utpadan and 1v) Potato chip colour cards.

Release of Technical bulletin-Alu ke Byanjan
Irmining programmes in NEH region

CPEI has heen paying special attention towards the
development of potato in North-castern states. The Govt,
of India has sanctioned a scheme " Integrated Development
of Horticulture in North-castern states including Sikkim”
nick named as Mini Mission-1. Qur Shillong station 15 one
of the cooperating centres of the scheme Under this
scheme seven training programmes were organized for the
potato farmers & extension workers during 2002-03
During 2003, five training programmes have just been
orgamzed. One training for farmers of Sikkim was
arranged on 111" December, 2003 at State farm Okhare
& Rabdi (Sikkim}, a training for extension officer of NE
states on 14" -15" December, 2003 at CPRS Shillong,
farmers traming at Shillong, on 16-17 Dec, 2003 at AAU

Farmers of NE states at a field demonsteation at lmphal {(Manipur)
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Jorhat on 19" — 20" December, 2003 and farmers traming
at ICAR Rescarch Complex Agartala on 227 — 23+
December, 2003 were orgamzed. Farmers of Nilgir were
alsotramned by CPRS; Muthorai in Auguse, 2003,
Dr Sarjeet Singh & Dr PS Naik visit Belarus

D Sarjeet Singh, Head, Seed Technology and Dr P3S
Maik, Principal Scientist (Biotechnology) under the bi-
lateral programme visited Minsk (Belarus) from 7-10 July,
2003 1o study the Belarusian ¢xperience of growing
potatoes free of viruses,

Team of resource persons from CPRI to
Afghanistan

The International Potato centre (CIP) had organized
i training course on potato production for the scientists
of Afghamistan during T4th — 17" September, 2003, A team
of 3 scientists namely D1 Sarjeet Singh, Head, Seed
Technology, [)r SK Pandey, Head, Crop Improvement and
Dr PS5 Natk, Principal Scientist wvisited Kabul
(Afghanistan) as resource persons and imparted traming
on virus management, introduction of varietics and tissue
culture techniques for seed production respeetively at the
training course,
CPRS oty

e Central Potato Kescarch Station at villape
Muthorar, OQoty (Tamilnadu) established in 1957 w
contam gyst nematode as per quarantine legislation
mnposed by the Govt. of India, to breed cyst nametode
and late blight resistant cultivars and also to evolve
management practices for nematodes and [ate blight has
done commendable work. Besides. the station 15 producing
quality seed of recommended varicties for distribution
within the Nilgiri region, The station has earned
reputation of being a rescarch station on potato v South
India. Recently the accomplishments of the station were
published in the local Tamil dailies and even 1¢lecast on
the Sun Telewvision Network,

v Chaudhary visits Ooty

Dr I8 Chaudhiry, former Chairman ASREB and
Chairman of High Powered Committes to evaluate the
agricultural research i India paid a visit 1o CPRS,
Wuthorai, Ooty on 18" October, 2003, He had detailed
discussions with the scientists of the station about potato
Ba&ly i Taminadu

Hecord sced production at Oaoty and Talandhar

[n 2003 Summer season, Ooty station of CPRI had a
record production of [21.71 tonnes of quality seed of
recommended cultivars from an arcy of 4,95 hectare land
(vield 24.5 t7ha). Jalandhar station recorded 24.2 1/ha
vicld of breeder seed this year

Ph.1? Degree

Mrs K Manorama, Scientist (Ag.) of CERS, Qoty was
awarded Ph.DD degree by Tamilnadu Agricultural
University, Coimbatore — Congratulations.

NAAS Fellowship to Dr PS Naik

D PS5 MNaik, Principal Scientist (Biotechnology) has
been honourcd with the fellowship of the National
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Prior to Dr. Naik,
Dir (35 Shekbawat, Dir SM Paul Khurana and Dr Jai
Gapal from CPRI have receved this honour.

e  DIrs 5P Trehan, RC Sharma & HC Sharma received
Best Paper award for a paper published in J. Ind. Potato
Assoc. Val. 28, 2001,

Foreign visits of the Director

Dr 8M Paul Khurana, Director, CPRI visited the
MNetherlands #s a member of Indian delegation during 307
June to 3 July, 2003 for participation in the meeting of
Indo Dutch Group on Phytosanitation in Agniculture. Dir
Khurana also accompanied [ Mangla Rai, DG TCAR,
on a visit to UK ¢ see British Potato Expo and discuss
matters of mutual interests during 28" August to 3
September, 2003 on the invitation of UK Govt. Again D,
Khurana was invited by the United States Deput of
Agnculure for participation in a Potato Workshop at
Beltsvelle Agricultural Station during 2-5 Dec., 2003

Trainings of State Deptt Officers

The Punjab 5States Markeung Federation

(MARKFED) sponsored 20 field officers of Agri. Txport
Zone (Potato) to a specially organized training at Shimla
for two days on 28"-29" July, 2003 on the latest production
technology of potato, The Agriculture Department of TP
Govt. had sponsored 40 extension Officers for the training

A group of trainees from MARKFED with resource persons at Shimla
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on latest technology of potato production conducted 1n
two batches of 20 trainees each on 23 -26™ August, and
229 August, 2003, at CPRI, Shimla.

Department of Horticulture, Gove of Uttranchal also
deputed us 10 efficers for traimming i potato cultivation
organized at CPRIC, Modipuram during 24™-25%
MNovember, 2003

A tramming on Seed Production was organised at
CPRS, Jalandhar on 9 December 2003 for the olficers of
Puanjab State Seed certification Authority and NSC,
Scientist from CPRS, Jalandhar had also imparted training
to farmers af Mabha (Punjab) sponsored by Fritolay India
on 26 September, 2003

Xth Plan EFC Memo

The X" Plan EFC memo of CPRT (2002-03 to 2006-
7) has been cleared by the PIM ¢ell of ICAR with an
Plan outlay of Rs 1530500 lakh providing Plan support to
the ongoing programmes of the Institutes. A sum of Rs 40
million has been sanctioned forsetong up of a Potato Seed
Production Station at Ghazipur (UF),

IMC Meeting

Institutes Management Committee meeting was held
on B8 Julyat CPRI Shimla

RAC Meeting

Research Advisory Committee of CPREL met on 21 -
227% Auygust, 2003 at CPRI. Shimla under the
Charrmanship of Dr B 8§ Chundawat, The other members
ol RAC who attended the meeting were Dir V5 Jaiswal,
D1 Karam Singhand Dy N Nath,

Biosafety Committee Meeting

The fourth meeting of Insntute Blosafety Commutiee
was held on 10" November, 2003 at CPRI, Shimla
attended by all the members. The meeting took stock of
developments made in transgenic development,

Modern Seed Pathology laboratory

An well equipped modern Seed Pathology laboratory
was inaugurated by Dr. Mangla Rai, DG, ICAR on 29
October, 2003 at CPRI, Shimla. This laboratory has eight
rooms housing the Tuber indexing lab, ELISA testing lab,
and micro propagation lab with modern virus detection
facilities like Immune ELISA, walk away system clo,
besides essential cquipment for micro propagation. This
laboratory will rapidly multiply healthy microtubers,
minitubers to be mtegrated into stages of breeders seed.

Innauguration of Seed Pathology Lab by DG, ICAR



P Mangla Rai inspecting an equipment at Seced Path. Lab

Kisan Mela at CPRI

The [nstitute in collaboration with Al India Radio
shimla has successfully conducted a farmer's training in
the form of Potato School on Radio from 28" May (o 2t
September. 2003, Under this programme, 25 talks on
various aspects of potato cultivation with reference to
Himachal Pradesh were delivered by the scientists of the
Institute. Farmers of the state were mobilized to get them
registered for this programme, More than 100 farmers gol
themseives registered for this unique programme and seven
farmers got awards after the post programme evaluation,

Award winndng farmers at Kisan Mela

On the concluding day of the programme a Kisan
Mela was organized by the Institute on 317 August, 2003
at CPRI, Shimla which was attended by 97 registered
farmers. Thie radio talks delivered over AIR Shimla have
alsp been printed in a book form entitled as “Aly &
vasgranit Kert” which was released during the Kisan Mela
and copies given free o farmers present and distributed
later on to the rest of the farmers.

Personnel

Appointments

-

D Mukesh Kumar Jatav as Scientist wef 25.8.2003
at CPRI Shimla.

smt. G.V.V Shymala Jyoti as Scientist (Computer)
wel 20.9.2003 at CPET Stumla,

Dr MA Khan as Scientist wef 26.2.2003 at CPR]
Shimla.,
Dr BE5 Meena as Scientist wef 2382003 at OPRI
Shimla.

Dr KM Nagraj as Scientist wef 235.8.2003 at CPRES,
Shillong,

Dr & Suresh Janardhan as Scientist wef 8.8 2003 at
CPRI Shimla.

Sh Roopp Lal joined as Driver wef 17.11.2003 at
CPRI, Shimla.

Retirements

Sh Tota Ram, 58 Gr. 11, CPES, Kufri on 31.7.2003.

Sh. Babu Ram, Asstt. (Voluntary Retirement), CPR],
Shimla on 1.5.2003,

Sh. SR Yadav, Sr. Librarian, CPRI, Shimla on
J1.8.2003.

=h. Joginder, S8 Gr. 111,
3LR.2003

CPRS, Jalandhar. on

5h. IS Bhatia, Asstt. CPRI, Shimla on 31.10.2003.

Farewell to Shri S Yadava



« 5h Fagir Singh, 58 r. [I, CPRS, Jalandhar. an
30011.2003.

«  5h Vishal Mam, 55 Gr. 1V, CPRI, Shimla on
30.171.2003

«  5h Dham Ram, Dirver (T-4), CFRI, Shimla or
300112003

«  5h Mast Ram, Driver{T-4), CPRI, Shimla on
3112003

Promotions

«  5h Tuolsi Bam, Sr, Clerk to Asstt, CPRI, Shimla we
682003,

= Sh Jeginder Prasad, S5, Clerk to Asstt. CPRI, Shimla
wel 1.11.2003

= Smt Meena Verma, Ir Clerk to Sr Clerk CPEIL, Shimla
wef 7.8.2003,

+  5h Om Prakash, Jr Clerk to Sr Clerk, CPRI, Shimla.
Resignation

+  5Sh Joginder Singh, T-I1-3 (Lib. Asset) resigned from
CPRI Shimla weef 28 10,2003 (AN

Death

Sho Ishwar Dass, Asstt. CPRIC, Modipuram, an
27.10.2003

SRC Meeting

The Stalt Research Council meeting was held at CPRI,
Shimla on 18207 August, 2003 and attended by 63
Scientist from HQ and Regional stations. The research
programmes were reviewed at the mieeting on the basis of
presentations made by programme leaders

STAFF RESEARCH COUNCIL MEETI

CENTRAL POTATO RESEARCH NSTITUTE
{INDIAN COUNGIL OF ASRICULTURAL RESEARCH

SHIMLA-I7io0l (4.2)
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MD Azariah block at Muthorai

The old office building at CPRS, Muthorai, Ooty was
neamed after De. MDD Azariah who served the station for
9 vears as scientist-in-charge and was instrumental in
developing the station during its formative vears,

Infrastructure Development

Administrative Boilding: The construction of a new
administrative building sanctioned in [X Plan at the cost
of over Bs. 10 million is fast coming up at CPR1, Shimla.
The building is likely to be completed by the end of

summer, 2004, This three storey building will house the

sections viz, Establishment, Accounts, Audit, Stores,
Work & Estate while ground floor to be used as vehicle
parking. The acute problem at the Insutute of proper
sitting and parking 1s likely to end with the completion of
the building,

Tiles fixations: [nterlocking tiles have been fixed on
the path from main gate to the matin lab building and also
chequered tiles have been fixed i the residential colony
of CPRI,

Games & Sports: There were almost no facilities for
games & sports at the Institutes, Turing the year, a volley
ball ground, and one badminton court were developed and
new table tennis table and other accessories procured,

Seed Iealth Labortory: A new seed health laboratory
has also been built in a record time and started functioning
This lahoratory was inaugurated by the Enrector-General,
ICAE, Dr. Mangla Rai on 2 October, 2003,

Water Supply: Shimia municipal water supply 15 not
enough to meet the [nstitutes needs particularly during
summers. But al the Institute by boring 400 feet deep
potable water 15 now available through the tubewell and a
&0 thousand liter tank has also been developed.

Equipment: Modern walk away system, ELISA
readers and fully computerized equipment have been
added t the seed health testing laboratory

Poly House: Poly Houses have been erected ar Shimla,
Faufrl, Gwalior, Modipiram, Shillong and Muthorai, Ooty
for research activities.

Renovation of building: An old building at CPRS,
Kaufri perhaps built in 19 Century by the Britshers known

as Lister House has been renovated at a cost of Rs
24,086,650,

Eain water harvest pond at CPRS Ooty was deepened
by 4 meters and widened to cover 700 m? area.



« 5h Fagir Singh, 55 Gr. II, CPRS, Jalandhar, on
a0, 11.2003

«  5h Vishal Mam, $5 Gr. IV, CPRI, Shimla on
300102003

= 5h Dhani Ram, Dirver (T-4), CPRI, Shimla or
30 11,2003,

« 5Sh Mast Ram, Driver{T-4), CPRI, Shimla on
30012003

Promotions

«  Sh Tulsi Ram, Sr, Clerk to Asstt CPRIL Shimla we f

6.5, 2003

+  Sh loginder Prasad, Sr, Clerk to Asstt, CPRI, Shimla
weF 1.11.2003,

¢ SmtMeena Verma, Jr Clerk to Sr Clerk CPEL Shimla
wef 782003

+  5h Om Prakash, Jr Clerk to Sr Clerk CPRI. Shimla.
Resignation

*  Sh. Jogider Singh, T-11-3 (Lib. Asstt) resigned from
CPRI Shimla wef 28 10.2003 (AN)

Death

she Ishwar Dass, Asstt. CPRIC, Modipuram, on
27.10.2003:

SRC Meeting

The Staff Reseirch Council meeting was held at CPRI,
shimla on [87-20" August, 2003 and attended by 63
scientist from HEQ and Regional stations. The résearch

programimes were reviewed at the meeting on the basis of

presentations made by programme leaders.

STAFF RESEARCH COUNCIL MEETI)
CENTRAL POTATD RESEARCH INSTITUTE
(INDIAN COUNGCIL OF ABRICULTURAL RESEARCH

SHIMLA-ITI00] (H.R)

MDD Azariah block at Muthorai

The old office building at CPRS, Muthorai, oty was
neamed after Dr MD Azariah who served the station for
19 vears as scientist-in-charge and was instrumental in
developing the station during its formative vears.

Infrastructure Development

Administrative Building: The construction of a new
administrative building sanctioned in IX Plan at the cost
of over Rs. 10 million is fast coming up at CPRI, Shimla.
The building is likely to be completed by the end of
summer, 2004. This three starey building will house the
sections viz, Establishment, Accounts, Audit, Stores,
Work & Estate while ground floor to be used as vehicle
parking. The acute problem at the Institute of proper
sitting and parking is likely to end with the completion of
the building.

Tiles fixations: Interlocking tiles have been fixed on
the path from main gate to the main lab building and also
chequered tiles have been fixed in the residential colony
of CFRI,

Games & Sports: There were almost no facilities for
games & sports at the Institutes. During the year, a volley
ball ground, and one badminton court were developed and
new table tennis table and other accessories procured.

Seed Health Labortory: A new seed health laboratory
hasalso been builtin a record time and started functioning,
This laboratory was inaugurated by the Director-General,
ICAR, Dr. Mangla Rai on 2% Octaber, 2003

Water Supply: Shimla municipal water supply 1s not
enough to meet the Institutes needs particularly during
summers. But at the Institute by boring 400 feet deep
potable water 15 now available through the tubewell and a
60 thousand liter tank has also been developed.

Equipment: Modern walk away system, ELISA
readers and fully computerized equipment have been
added to the seed health testing laboratory,

Poly House: Poly Houses have been erccted at Shimla,
Kufri, Gwahor, Modipuram, Shillong and Muthora, Ooty
for research activities,

Renovation of building: An old building at CPES,
Kufr perhaps builein 19" Century by the Britishers known
ds Listér House has been rénovated at a cost of Bs
24 06,630,

Ram water harvest pond at CPRS Ooty was deepened
by 4 meters and widened to cover 700 m®area
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Polvhouse at CPRS, Ooty

Tissue Culture lab at Shillong: A tissue culture
laboratory has been completed at CPES, Shillong and it
has started working,

Storage: At Shimla a 10 tonnes capacuty walk-in-
chamber for storage of potatoes under 10-20C has been
built and is [unctioning well

JSPS fellowship to Dr Jai Gopal

Dir Jai Gopal, Principal Scientist {Genetics) was
awarded Tellowship of Japan Socwety Tor Promotion of
Science (J8PS) for carrving out rescarch for 60 days at the
University of Flokkoido, Sappore (Japan) from L6 October
e 15 December, 2003 J5P5 fellowships 15 known as one
of the prestegeous fellowships awarded for scientific
research, Two scienusts om CPRIL viz Dr SM Paul
Fohurana (now Director) and late Dr RK Birhman had
recerved this fellowship earlier.

Dr PS§ Naik to visit CIP unber NATP-HRD

¥ P53 Natk, Principal Scientist (Biotechnology) has
been selected Lo undergo training at the International
Petaro center {C1F), Lime (Peru) for 3 months v the field
of hotechnology under NATE

Award money enhanced

The cash amount of Dr § Ramamygam award was
previously fixed at Bs 40,000/ to be given once in lour
wears. O the request of the family members of late Thr §
Ramanujam, the award money has been enhanced up 1o
0000 - Fammly members of Dr 5 Ramanujam earlicr
contributed s 1,49 .000/- as the endowment and again
remitted Re 20,0007 so that Rs, 30,000/- cash may be
given with the award once in four years out of interest
earned on the endowment

o fBe|
Potato E-Book

An e-book on potato has been prepared by the
institute and has been hosted on the CPRI website, The
e-book gives a birds eye view of practical knowledge about

- hitp l'.'-:.:l L[TH] At in

potato-cultivation and its utilization in India, Emphasis
has been given on keeping the text without much scientific
Jargon. Thetext has been illustrated as much as possible,
It is hoped that this e-book would supplement the printed
material brovght out by the institute form time to lime
Maturally this e-book will have wider access through the
internet,

Sports Meet at CSSRI1 Karnal, CPRI excels

CPRI sports tearm which participated in the Zonal
Sports Meet of ICAR at CS5RI, Karnal bagged six gold
and 2 bronze medals in the varniows events and stood thard
in the medal tally among 700 participants from 22
mstitutes of ICAR, The notable winner were; Mrs

CPRI spoarts contingent



shyamlata Bekta first in woman's shot put, discuss throw
and javelin thraw and third in long jump, Mrs Tarvinder
Kochhar bagsed three gold in 100 meter, 200 meter races
and high jump. In the 400 meter race, Dr RS Meena came
al third position Sh. Surender Singh was adjudeed the
best Badmunton player in the tournament
appreciations oy tus bright performance.

and earned

The team on return to Shimla was warmly welcomed
by the Director and other staff of the Institute; The
facilitics for games & sports at the Institutes or at the
regional stabon are-almost nil even then the performance
of the team was impressive, At the HQ at Shimia facilities
tor volley ball, badminton and T have been provided and
there are plans 1o create such facilities at the regional
stations also in future.

Visit of USDA Scientists

. VR Reddy and Mrs. RE Johnson from United
states Department of Agriculture (USDA) visited CER]

't
b
. ARS

r 585 Paul Khurigna. Director, CPRI, brieting the BARC
USTIA seientists From Deltsville {UsA)

an 18.10.2003 They showed interest in the research on
potato being carried out at CPRI and collaboration with
LUSDA in the fields of mutual interest. Impressed by the
commendable work done by the CPRI. several foreign
research organisations from USA. UK .and the
Netherlands are willing to collaborate with CPRI

HAarpy NEwW YEAR
2004

CPRI Newsletter
Processing of Potatoes

With the increased potato production, dversification
of a part of produce needs to be processed into other forms
S0 as to avowd gluts and distress sale. CPRI has hieen work
ing on this aspects. A frst set of pracessing varieties Kufn
Chipsona 1 and 2 were developed. It 13 heartening 1o note
that cultivation of Chipsona varieties is on Increase.
Another hybrid HT-92-621 which was recently recom-
mended for release apart from being heat tolerant is very
much suitable for processing as French fries There was a
complaint from potato processors that Indian VATICHes were
not suitable for French fries processing. This hybrid will
certainly fill the gap.

i :
Belease of Kheti Special Tssue un potatoe by D Kirti Singh
un 2 Chetabrer, 2003

Belvase of Chip Colour Card Album by Dr BS Chundawat
on 2 Octaber, 2003

Dear Readers

We are making all efforts to bring out Potato news

letter timely, We seek vour cooperation by way of con-
| tributing articles, features, success stories and news

items related to potato R&D, Piease keep on sending

material for the newsletter.

Wish you all a happy new year 2004,

Editor
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Potato Varieites monument

Bust of Dr Ramanujam installed at CPRI

To mark the birth centenary of Dr Ramanujam, the
founder Director of CPRI his bust was installed at
CPRI Shimla which was unveilled by Mrs Ramanujam
on 2 October, 2003,

At the approach path of main building of CPRI, a
monument of potato varienes released by CPRI with
thetr year of release has been errected which was
maugurated by D Mangla Rai, DG, ICAR on 2 Octo-
ber 2003

Mrs Hamanujam and other family members after noveilling of
Unveiling of varietics monumnet by the THG the bust

Symposium publications by IPA

On the ocassion of the Symposium on Potato Rescarch towards National Food and Mutritional Security and
Eamanwam Birth Centenary, Indian Potato Association has brought out a Souvenir and special issue of the Journal
of India Potato Association released by Mrs Vedam Ramanujam and Dr G Kalloo respectively on 2 October 2003,

5 Nation: Fog

Ir S5 A |
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Mrs Ramanujam releasing the Souvenir [r Kalloo releasing special issue of JTIPA
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Potato Fest at Modipuram

An International Seminar-com-Potato Fest on process-
ing and export will be organised at CPRIC, Modipuram
on 14-15 March, 2004
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From page 2., Organic potato....

legurminous green manure crops. Dhaicha when grown
in saline/alkali soils improves soil pH. Sunnhemp can
preferably be grown in neutral soil. In addition to green
leaf manuring can also be done.

Vermicompost: Earth worms play a vital role in
maintaining soil quality and managing cflicient reeyeling
Developing mass carth warm cullure (viz, production,
vernmi composting and commercializing live material) is
popularly known as vermi culture It has been observed
that 1800 worms (ideal for one sq. m) can feed on 80 tonnes
of humus/year. Microbes are primary decomposers while
carth worms are secondary decomposers,

Bio- fertilizers: Bio-fertilizer include microbes hike
bacteria, fungi and algae, which are capable of fixing
atmosphieric N or convert insoluble phosphate of the soil
into forms available to plants. Bhizobium, Azotobacter,
Mrospirillum, Frankia, blue-green-algae etc. are important
bio-fertilizers,

Intercropping: Intercropping polato with sugarcane
musiard, pea, lentil etc. increases input efficiency and total
productivity of the system. Increase in system productvity
intereropped with legumes may be due to nitrogen fixing
ability and deeper root svstem of legumes. Increased
efiiciency of system intercropped with non leguminous
crops might be due to slow initial growth of main crop
and its deeper root system utiluzing left over nutrients ol
potato crop and least competition for inputs

Crop rotation: different crop rotanons tollewed are green
'I'I'l;'i.ﬂll'l'{.‘-]_'lll:}iﬂl!_".-ﬂ'l.'l."hﬂ.i'll. E!lt'[_‘.{."l'l ITh'I:l'.ltil't.'dl'.lﬂ[il.!.(_‘.l-(!'l'l'i(_‘.-'l'l, !'i:(.'li.'-
potato-vegetables, maize-potato et Potato being shallow
rooted crop and surface feeder leaves nutrients in sonl after
harvest. Succeeding crops after potato can be grown
suceessfully on residual P and K. Eesidual Pand K content
was found sufficient to succeeding wheat crop. Result
confirmed that application of only 120 kg N /ha to wheal
grown after potato was sufficient to obtain good yield o
wheat



